
Issa Named Chairman of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

WASHINGTON D.C. – The House Republican Conference today selected Rep. Darrell Issa
(R-CA) to serve as the next Chairman of the House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.  Issa first came to the Committee in 2005, served as the Subcommittee Chairman of
Energy and Resources from 2005-2006, and has been the panel’s Ranking Member since
2008.

  

 

  

“It’s always easier to be careless with other people’s money and the fact that Washington has
somehow institutionalized waste, fraud and abuse is indicative of how broken this place has
become.  At a time when a debate is unfolding over taxation, jobs, debt and the future economic
health of our nation, the American people would have more confidence in government’s
decisions if it weren’t so systemically dysfunctional to the point where it pays out $125 billion of
money it shouldn’t have,” said Issa referring to a recently released report by the Office of
Management and Budget’s (OMB) revealing that the federal government’s improper payments
for FY-2010 totaled $125 billion, $15 billion higher than the previous year.

  

 

  

“Darrell has built a strong record of conducting vigilant and meaningful oversight that has
exposed a federal bureaucracy over-run by inefficiency and waste,” said House
Speaker-Designate John Boehner (R-OH)
supporting Issa’s appointment.  “He understands how critical it is to address the waste, fraud
and abuse from within government so that we can be better stewards of the taxpayer’s dollars
and as we work to deliver to the American people a government that is more transparent and
accountable”

  

 

  

As Ranking Member of the Oversight and Government Reform Committee, Issa has
aggressively pursued an agenda that has focused on transparency and government
accountability:
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    -  Fought for the Inspector General community to have more authority   

    
    -  Exposed Countrywide’s VIP Program  and released a report  chronicling the program’s
sphere of influence   

    
    -  Fighting to protect the FOIA process  at the SEC after the Dodd-Frank bill shielded the
SEC from having to respond to FOIA’s   

    
    -  Aggressively fought for a hearing to probe the full nature of NHTSA’s relationship with
industry resulting in  the appearance of Akio Toyoda  and Sec. Ray LaHood  

    
    -  Pushed for an investigation  that uncovered the true nature of AIG’s bailout  

    
    -  Continued the investigation of broken oil drilling regulator MMS  that began in 2005  

    
    -  Called attention to the FDA’s broken bureaucracy  and the urgent need to reform it  

    
    -  Authored legislation  targeting the RNC’s deceptive practice of using census look-alike
mailers   

    
    -  Investigation  into Johnson and Johnson regarding the recall of children’s medicine and
Motrin   

    
    -  Worked to shed light on the Treasury Department’s mortgage assistance program –
HAMP   
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PS4s7sUFp9s
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=331%3Aissa-towns-reach-agreement-on-countrywide-subpoena&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=76%3Areport-revealing-new-vips-shows-how-countrywide-used-mortgage-deals-to-buy-influence-block-reforms&amp;catid=21&amp;Itemid=28
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1004%3Aissa-backed-bill-to-reinstate-foia-for-the-sec-passes-congress-sent-to-president-obama-&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=548%3Aissa-calls-for-adio-toyoda-to-testify-before-oversight-committee&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=483:breaking-towns-joins-issa-investigation-into-aig-counter-party-deal&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=288:following-loss-of-billions-in-royalties-issa-acts-to-hold-dept-of-interior-accountable-for-mismanagement-of-mms&amp;catid=21&amp;Itemid=28
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=966:issa-to-towns-salmonella-outbreak-underscores-need-for-immediate-review-of-food-safety-bureaucracy&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=689:house-unanimously-passes-issa-bill-addressing-rncs-deceptive-census-mailer&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=706:issa-towns-ask-fda-for-answers-on-pediatric-medication-recall&amp;catid=22&amp;Itemid=29
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=569:report-issa-jordan-release-report-on-administrations-failed-mortgage-modification-policies-&amp;catid=21&amp;Itemid=28
http://oversight.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=569:report-issa-jordan-release-report-on-administrations-failed-mortgage-modification-policies-&amp;catid=21&amp;Itemid=28
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